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TO THE MEMORY OF 


Sir Charles K. Webster 


25 April 1886 to 22 August 1961 


Sir Charles Kingsley Webster, one of Britain’s foremost historians, died at the age of seventy- 
five on 22 August 1961. Webster was amember of the Advisory Board of HISTORICAL ABSTRACTS, 
and this editor had the privilege of knowing him and of benefitting from his active interest. At our 
last meeting, in Stockholm in the summer of 1960, we had the pleasure of obs >rving his youthful 
spirit, hearing his wise advice and noting the trenchancy of his views. We mourfh the loss of a man 
of great stature. 


John A. Hawgood, a former colleague of Webster’s in the University of London and the Foreign 
Office wrote the obituary below. 


Sir Charles Webster was the author of a number of standard historical works, such as The 
Congress of Vienna, 1814-1815, The — Policy of Castlereagh, Britain and the Independence 
of Latin America, and The Forei olicy of Palmerston. s last book (written in Sinesen ts 
with Noble Frankland) oa ihe Se aienie aie erste ae Germany, 1939-1945 (H. M. Station- 
ery Office, London, 2 vols.) was Arr Sere in October toot: Webster was a leading 
member of the British National Committee of the International Committee of Historical Sciences 
and he was a president of the International Committee. He held chairs at Liverpool, Aberystwyth, 
Harvard and London, and was president of the British Academy (1950-1954), and honorary Fellow 
of King’s College, Cambridge. He was attached to the staff of the British delegation at the Paris 
Peace Conference of 1918-19 and, after servingin the Foreign Office in various capacities through- 
out the Second World War, was made a member of the British delegation at the San Francisco 
UNCIO Conference of 1945 and at other United Nations and UNESCO meetings. In 1946 he received 
the K. C. M. G. for his public and historical services. Webster was a stimulating lecturer and 
teacher, with an infectious enthusiasm for everything he did; a large, blunt, kindly man who did 


not suffer fools gladly but who was always ready to help serious students and worthy historical 
enterprises. He will leave a big gap both in the British and in the international historical world. 


Publication date of the Index Number: 
July 1962 


